Bradford N. McDonald
Brad McDonald was born in Norfolk General Hospital in 1955 while his father, Captain Mickey McDonald, USNA ’49, was a young submarine officer stationed aboard USS CUTLASS in Norfolk.  His love for the Navy and submarines began in 1964 during a ride down the Cooper River in Charleston, SC aboard the ship his father commanded, USS SENNET (SS408). For the ensuing thirty years, his life dream was to command a submarine.

Due to his father’s career, Brad lived in many cities in the United States as well as one small town in Scotland. He graduated from St John’s High School in Washington DC in 1973 and entered the Naval Academy that summer. In 1977, he graduated with a degree in Mechanical Engineering, was commissioned as an Ensign, and commenced his submarine and nuclear power training.

During his career, Brad served aboard five different submarines and made ten deployments, which took him to the Western Pacific, Indian Ocean, Northern Atlantic, and the Mediterranean and Caribbean Seas. 

In 1994, Brad assumed command of USS L. MENDEL RIVERS (SSN686) in Charleston, South Carolina. During his command tour, he led RIVERS through two Mediterranean Sea deployments involving extensive SEAL (special warfare) delivery/extraction operations as well as a change of homeports from Charleston to Norfolk, VA.
Brad credits the United States Navy, and in particular the submarine force, with the opportunities he had while on active duty to visit 39 ports in seventeen countries on six continents. His dream to be a submarine captain came full circle in 1994, when he took his father and son to sea aboard RIVERS, sailing down the Cooper River, the place where his dream had started thirty years before. 
After retiring from active duty, Brad entered the business world as a financial planner.  He is now owner and President of Sandler Sales Institute in Norfolk, a sales training company. 
He resides in Norfolk Virginia with his wife, Kim.  His son, Luke – an accomplished bagpipe player – attends The King’s College in the Empire State Building.  His other son, Tyler, a Lt(jg) in the Navy, graduated from the Naval Academy in 2005, is stationed aboard USS BREMERTON (SSN698) in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii and is currently maintaining the family’s status of 64+ years of unbroken Naval service.
